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responsibility within City government to implement those challenging legislative 

initiatives, and he did so with extraordinary success. 
  
 With the passage of time, memories may have faded about the challenges posed 

by this undertaking.  Mr. Mastro performed masterfully and bravely.  He created an 

alignment between the City Administration and the Office of the Public Advocate 

emphasizing that this was a bi-partisan good government effort.  He literally risked his 

life taking on organized crime, which responding by putting out a contract on his life 

requiring 24/7 police protection for him and his family for an extended period until he 

left City government. 
  
 He effectively initiated and managed the licensing and monitoring program 

fulfilling the goals of the reform legislation.  The elimination of what we used to call 

the “mob tax” on the commercial carting industry reduced City businesses’ carting 

costs by 40%, i.e. $600 million.  Equally important, it established a rule of law over 

mob control that had eroded confidence in City government.  That was 

institutionalized in the creation of the New York City Business Integrity Commission, 

which created a monitorship model to structurally reform corrupted industries that 

succeeded not only in New York City but was emulated nationally. 
  
 I should add that Mr. Mastro’s skill set makes him eminently qualified to 

oversee civil prosecutions under the New York City and New York State False Claims 

Acts aimed at recovering stolen tax dollars and under the New York State 

racketeering law. 
  
 Mr. Mastro’s integrity, skill, and non-partisan dedication to this City commend 

him as an ideal Corporation Counsel. 
  
       


